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SCENE 2 

A small room. MARIA is sitting in front of a mirror, being fussed over by LAURA. ANNELI is watching. 

LAURA 

/�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁŚĂƚ�:ĂŶŝŶĞ�ǁĂƐ�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ͕�/�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ǇŽƵ�ůŽŽŬ�beautiful.  

MARIA 

Thanks, mum. 

LAURA 

So, what happened out there? 

MARIA 

/�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŬŶŽǁ͊�/�ƚŚŝŶŬ�:ĂŶŝŶĞ�ǁĂƐ�ƌŝŐŚƚ͘�/�ƚŚŝŶŬ�/�ŐŽƚ�Ă�ďŝƚ�ŽǀĞƌǁŚĞůŵĞĚ. 
You know how full of stuff my head can get. 

LAURA 

What stuff? 

MARIA 

/�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŬŶŽǁ͙thinking about not being single anymore and all of that, 
and then I had this like, weird little thought about like, what if our core 
beliefs are actually entirely different and maybe instead of being fun 
ĂŶĚ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�just, not. 

LAURA 

So, you really did a have a proper turn then. 

MARIA 

Yeah. 

LAURA 

What changed your mind? 

MARIA 

/͛ŵ�ŶŽƚ�ƐƵƌĞ͘�/�ƚŚŝŶŬ�/�ũƵƐƚ�ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƚŽƉ�ŽǀĞƌƚŚŝŶŬŝŶŐ�ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�
just go with the flow. You know, like yoga. 
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LAURA 

Oh, sweetheart, you do pay attention to our classes! TŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ƐŽ�
wonderful to hear. ^ŚŽƵůĚ�ǁĞ�ĚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŚŽůĞ�͚/͛ŵ�ƉƌŽƵĚ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵ͛�ƐƉĞĞĐŚ�
again? I know we did it this morning, but that feels like such a long 
time ago. 

MARIA 

EŽ͕�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŽŬĂǇ͕�/�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�gist of it. Something like, /͛ŵ perfect and 
ǁŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ŵǇ�ĚĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽƚ�ƚŽ�ĨŽƌŐĞƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�/͛ŵ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚĞĚ�
with love, blah blah blah. 

LAURA  

dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶĞ͘�Although maybe you could do with some more 
ĐŽŶĐĞĂůĞƌ͘�ZŝŐŚƚ͕�/͛ůů�ƐĞĞ�ŝĨ��ŚƌŝƐ�ŚĂƐ�ĂŶǇ͘ 

MARIA 

Thanks mum. 

LAURA 

zŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͕�ŵǇ�ĂŶŐĞů͘ KŚ͕�/͛ŵ�ƐŽ�ŐůĂĚ�ǇŽƵ�ƚǁŽ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŚŽŽƐŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�
this! 

MARIA 

Yeah, me too!  

LAURA 

 IƐŶ͛ƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐŽ�ĞǆĐŝƚŝŶŐ͍ 

ANNELI 

Yeah! �ĂŶ͛ƚ�ǁĂŝƚ͊ 

LAURA leaves. MARIA turns back to the mirror, in a happy little daze.  

ANNELI 

Are you really going to go through with this? 

MARIA 

Come on, Ann. 

ANNELI 

/͛ŵ�ƐĞƌŝŽƵƐ͘ 
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MARIA 

zĞƐ͕�/�ůŽǀĞ�Śŝŵ͘�dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�Ăůů�ƚŚat matters right? I got a bit loopy for a 
ŵŝŶƵƚĞ�ďƵƚ�/͛ŵ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ŶŽǁ͘ 

ANNELI 

You made me go through all of that, just to change your mind. Again? 
You even said! You even said that that would be ridiculous if you went 
back on your decision again ĂŶĚ�ŶŽǁ�ǇŽƵ͛ǀĞ�ŐŽŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŽŶĞ�ŝƚ͊ 

MARIA 

As Megara says to Hercules: ͞WĞŽƉůĞ�ĚŽ�ĐƌĂǌǇ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞ�ŝŶ�
ůŽǀĞ͘͟ 

ANNELI 

zĞĂŚ͕�ďƵƚ�ƐŚĞ͛Ě�ũƵƐƚ�ůŝŬĞ͕�ƐĂĐƌŝĨŝĐĞĚ�ŚĞƌƐĞůĨ�ĨŽƌ�him. I mean, I get it, I͛d 
also throw my soul into hell for that man. 

MARIA 

Demi-god. 

ANNELI 

Whatever. Delicious animated bimbo boy, Greek demi-god, potato, 
potato. 

MARIA 

But it ŚĂĚ�Ă�ŚĂƉƉǇ�ĞŶĚŝŶŐ͕�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ŝƚ͍�/Ĩ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂŶ�ĨŝŐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ�
out, then I think me and Callum can as well. 

ANNELI 

DŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ�ƐĞĞŵ�ůŝŬĞ�ƋƵŝƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƐĐĞŶĂƌŝŽ͘ 

MARIA 

Look, Ann, I love you, I really dŽ͘��ŶĚ�/͛ŵ�ƐŽ�ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů�ĨŽƌ�ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ�
ǇŽƵ͛ǀĞ�ĚŽŶĞ͕�ďƵƚ�/�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇ�ŶĞĞĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƉƉƌŽǀĂů�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŝƐ͘�zŽƵ͛ƌĞ�
here because I want your support, not because I need you to make my 
life decisions for me. 

ANNELI 

tĞůů�/͛ŵ�ƐŽ�ŐůĂĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŶŽǁ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ĨƌĞĂŬŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ǇŽƵ͛ǀĞ�ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
my input ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ�ŵĞĂŶ�ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ anymore. Maybe I should have left 
ǇŽƵ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞƐƐ�/�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�/͛ŵ�ƐƵƌĞ�ůŽǀĞ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�
found a way to fix it all anyway, without my help. 
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MARIA 

�ŽŶ͛ƚ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǇŽƵ͕��ŶŶ͊ 

ANNELI 

That ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŝŵƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ǇŽƵ͛ǀĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŝƚ�entirely about you! 

MARIA 

^ĞƌŝŽƵƐůǇ͕�ǁĞ͛ƌĞ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĂƌŐƵĞ about me making things about myself 
on my wedding day? 

ANNELI 

EŽ͊�tĞ͛ƌĞ�ŶŽƚ͘�tŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ǁŚǇ�/͛ŵ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ŵǇƐĞůĨ�ĂǁĂǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚŝƐ͕�
ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ŵĂƌƌŝĞĚ͕�ƉƌŽďĂďůǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�/͛ůů�ƐĞĞ�ǇŽƵ�ĂĨƚĞƌǁĂƌĚƐ͘ 

MARIA 

Okay, fine, that sounds like a pretty good idea actually! 

ANNELI 

�ůƌŝŐŚƚ͕�/͛ůů�ƐĞĞ�ǇŽƵ�ůĂƚĞƌ͊ 

ANNELI leaves. MARIA huffs. LAURA enters. 

LAURA 

Anneli looks a bit off? 

MARIA 

^ŚĞ͛Ɛ�ũƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�as good with change as I am͕�ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�Ăůů͘ 

LAURA 

�ŶĚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ƉůĞŶƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͘�/͛ŵ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƐŚĞ͛ůů�ĐĂůŵ�
down before the ceremony. 

MARIA 

I hope so. 

LAURA 

�ŚƌŝƐ�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŽŶĐĞĂůĞƌ, by the way͘�tŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŝŶ�ŚĂǀŝŶŐ�
brother who used to be an Avon representative ŝĨ�ŚĞ�ĐĂŶ͛ƚ�ĞǀĞŶ�ƐƵƉƉůǇ�
skincare on demand? 

MARIA 

/�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ƐƚĞƌĞŽƚǇƉŝŶŐ͕�ŵƵŵ͘ 
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LAURA 

,Ğ͛Ɛ my brother, I can stereotype him if I want to. 

LAURA sits down next to MARIA. 

LAURA 

Are you okay, sweetheart? 

MARIA 

Yeah. /ƚ͛Ɛ�still Ă�ďŝƚ�ƐĐĂƌǇ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚ͕�ŝƐŶ͛ƚ�ŝƚ͍�>ŝŬĞ͕�ŝƚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�Ăůů�ŐŽ�ǁƌŽŶŐ͘�tĞ�
could still be making a mistake. Like you and dad. 

LAURA 

You know, sweetheart, I loved your dad. I loved your dad much longer 
ƚŚĂŶ�/�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ͘��ŶĚ�ĂůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŽƵƚ͕�ǁĞ�Ɛƚŝůů�ŚĂĚ�a lot 
ŽĨ�ŐŽŽĚ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘��ŶĚ�ǁĞ�ŚĂĚ�ǇŽƵ͘�/ƚ͛Ɛ�ŶŽƚ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ƵƐĞĨƵů�ƚŽ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞ�Ă�
marriage, or any relationship by how long it lasts. You should measure 
ŝƚ�ŝŶ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ǁĂǇƐ͖�ŚŽǁ�ŵƵĐŚ�ǇŽƵ͛ǀĞ�ůĞĂƌŶƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĞĂĐŚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ͕�ŚŽǁ�ǇŽƵ͛ǀĞ�
changed as a person. Worst case scenario, yŽƵ͛ůů�ĐŽŵĞ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�
knowing a bit more about yourself and what you need in a partner.  

MARIA 

Yeah. 

LAURA 

For me, it turned out I needed a woman. 

MARIA 

I thought you said you were bi. 

LAURA 

(sincerely) 

I am. I was joking. Terri being a woman and your dad being a man had 
nothing to do with it. It was all a lot more complicated than that. But 
ǁĞ�ǁŽŶ͛ƚ�ŐĞƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŶŽǁ. :ƵƐƚ�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŽŬĂǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�Ă�ůŝƚƚůĞ�
unsure sometimes.  

MARIA 

Okay. 

LAURA 

�ŶĚ�ŶŽ�ŵĂƚƚĞƌ�ǁŚĂƚ͕�/͛ůů�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ďĞ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ƚŽ�ĐĂƚĐŚ�ǇŽƵ͘ 
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MARIA 

Thanks mum. 

LAURA 

But you really should have talked to me before deciding on this theme. 

MARIA 

tŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ǁƌŽŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝƚ͍ 

LAURA 

Everywhere I look ƚŚĞƌĞ͛Ɛ garish colours and just so much glitter it 
ŚƵƌƚƐ�ŵǇ�ĞǇĞƐ͘�zŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ĂĚŵŝƚ͕�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŶŽƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐůĂƐƐŝĞƐƚ͕�ŝƐ�ŝt? 

MARIA 

I think it is! 

LAURA 

Well, /͛ŵ�ũƵƐƚ�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ- 

MARIA 

My day, my rules! 

LAURA 

Well, hello there Bridezilla.  

MARIA 

EŽ͊�/͛ŵ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞŝŶŐ�Ă�BƌŝĚĞǌŝůůĂ͘�:ƵƐƚ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŶŽƚ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞŵĞĚ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�
ǇŽŐĂ�ĂŶĚ�ŚƵƌŐǇ͙ŚĞƌŐƵŚ͙ŚǇĂĂŚ͙ 

LAURA 

Hygge? 

MARIA 

 Yeah, that. 

LAURA 

EŽ͕�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĚĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŝĨ�ůŝƚƚůĞ�>ĞŐŽ�ƐƵƉĞƌŚĞƌŽĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�
placeholders is what makes you happy, then who am I to judge? 
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MARIA 

Exactly! (beat.) zŽƵ͛ƌĞ�Ɛƚŝůů�ũƵĚŐŝŶŐ�ŵĞ͕�ĂƌĞŶ͛ƚ you? 

LAURA 

Yes. Yes, I am. 

They laugh. 

MARIA 

Hey mum. /͛ŵ�ŐůĂĚ�ǇŽƵ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�dĞƌƌŝ͘ I mean, in general, not as in, today. 

LAURA 

Me too, sweetheart, me too. 

MARIA 

Even if you are both painfully pretentious sometimes. 

LAURA 

Hey! 

MARIA 

zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ͛ƚ�ĚĞŶǇ�ŝƚ͊�/ƚ͛Ɛ�Ă�ŵŝƌĂĐůĞ�/�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ƉŽƉ�ŽƵƚ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�ǁŽŵď�Ă�ĨƵůůǇ�
certified hipster riding a fixie bike. 

LAURA 

^ŝŶĐĞ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ǇŽƵƌ�ǁĞĚĚŝŶŐ�ĚĂǇ͕�/�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ĐŽŶĐĞĚĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�
point. 

MARIA 

Correct answer! (beat.) I love you, mum. 

LAURA 

Oh, my sweet little girl, I love you. (They hug.) I really really want to 
ŐŝǀĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŚĞ�͚ƉƌŽƵĚ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵ͛�ƐƉĞĞĐŚ�ĂŐĂŝŶ͘� 

MARIA 

Go on then. 

BLACK OUT. 

 

  


