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SCENE 8 

A hotel room. Back with MARIA, who is on her own, but talking in the direction of the bathroom, 
where ANNELI is.  

MARIA 

^ĞƌŝŽƵƐůǇ͊�>ĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐ�ŽǁŶ�ǁĞĚĚŝŶŐ͘�dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ƐŽ bloody typical.  

ANNELI returns. 

MARIA 

So? 

ANNELI 

I tried, but no one answered.  

MARIA 

,Ğ͛Ɛ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚŝƐ͖�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ůĞĐƚƵƌŝŶŐ�ŵĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ůĂƚĞ�ďƵƚ�ƌĞĂůůǇ͕�
ŚĞ͛Ɛ�ǁĂǇ�ǁŽƌƐĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŵĞ͊�/�ĐĂŶ͛ƚ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞ�ƚŚŝƐ͊ 

ANNELI looks at her phone and frowns. It is some expert acting. 

ANNELI 

/�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ŚĞ͛Ɛ running late. 

MARIA 

What do you mean? 

ANNELI 

Richard͛Ɛ just messaged me. 

MARIA 

^ĂǇŝŶŐ�ǁŚĂƚ͍�tŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ͍ 

ANNELI 

,Ğ͛Ɛ�ũust written ͚,Ğ͛Ɛ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ�ŚŝƐ�ŵŝŶĚ͘�^ŽƌƌǇ͛͘ 

MARIA grabs the phone. 

MARIA 

Let me see! Why has he put a kissy face at the end? 
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ANNELI 

/�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŬŶŽǁ͕�/�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ŚĞ͛Ɛ�ũƵƐƚ�ƐƚƌĞƐƐĞĚ͘ 

MARIA 

͚�hanged his mind͛!! What the actual fuck? Could this day get any 
worse? 

ANNELI takes the phone back. 

ANNELI 

/ƐŶ͛ƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ƚŚŝŶŐ͍ 

MARIA 

How is my fiancé not turning up, a good thing? 

ANNELI 

tĞůů͕�ŝƚ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ŚĞ�ǁŽŶ͛ƚ�ďĞ�ƚŽŽ�ĚĞǀĂƐƚĂƚĞĚ͘�/ƚ͛Ɛ�ůŝŬĞ, mutual. 

MARIA 

/�ǁĂŶƚ�Śŝŵ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĚĞǀĂƐƚĂƚĞĚ͊�tŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�ĞǀĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƐĂǇŝŶŐ�͚ǇĞƐ͕͛�
ŝĨ�ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�Śŝŵ�ƵƉ�ǁĂƐŶ͛ƚ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĂƐƚĂƚĞ�Śŝŵ͍ 

ANNELI 

tŽĂŚ͘�dŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�Ă�ďŝƚ�dark. 

MARIA 

EŽ͕�/�ŵĞĂŶ͕�/�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ĂŐƌĞĞ�ƚŽ�ŵĂƌƌǇ�Śŝŵ�ũƵƐƚ�ƐŽ�/�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŚƵƌƚ�Śŝŵ͘��Ƶƚ͕�/�
ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŬŶŽǁ͙/�ĚŝĚŶ͛ƚ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚ�Śŝŵ�ŶŽƚ�ƚŽ�ĐĂƌĞ͘ 

ANNELI 

tŚĞŶ�ŚĞ�ĨŝŶĚƐ�ŽƵƚ�ǁŽŶ͛ƚ he probably feel exactly the same way as 
you? 

MARIA 

,Ğ͛Ɛ�ƉƌŽďĂďůǇ�ũƵƐƚ�ĐŽƉǇŝŶŐ�ŵĞ͘�,Ğ�ŵƵƐƚ͛ǀĞ�ŐŽt wind of what I was 
going to do ĂŶĚ�ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ͘�dŚĞ�ŵĂŶ�ŝƐŶ͛ƚ�ĐĂƉĂďůĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�
single original thought. 

ANNELI 

Bit harsh. 
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MARIA 

Are you seriously going to side with him? 

ANNELI 

�Ž�ǇŽƵ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�/͛Ě�ďĞ�ŚĞƌĞ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ǇŽƵ͕�enabling your escape if I was on his 
side? 

MARIA 

/�ĐĂŶ͛ƚ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞ�ŚĞ�ŝƐŶ͛ƚ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ ƚƵƌŶ�ƵƉ͘�tŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚŝŶŬ͍�,Žǁ�ůŽŶŐ�ĚŽ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ƚŚĞǇ͛ůů�ǁĂŝƚ͍ 

ANNELI checks her phone again. 

ANNELI 

Your mum has tried calling me fifty-three ƚŝŵĞƐ͘�/͛ŵ�ŶŽƚ�ŬŝĚĚŝŶŐ͘�Fifty-
three. And Janine has left three voicemails. Oh, here comes another 
one. 

ANNELI puts her phone away. 

MARIA 

Janine͛s only left three voicemails? Jesus, she tried harder when she 
thought I was going to miss her bloody nail appointment. This day is a 
disaster! I just want to walk away and forget everything, but now 
�ĂůůƵŵ͛Ɛ�ŵĂŬŝŶŐ�ŝƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�Śŝŵ�ĂŶĚ�ŵǇ�ŽǁŶ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌ-in-ůĂǁ�ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ�ŐŝǀĞ�
ůĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐŚŝƚ͘�EĞǆƚ�ǇŽƵ͛ůů�ďĞ�ƚĞůůŝŶŐ�ŵĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŵƵŵ͛Ɛ�ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�
plans with the Yoga ladies. 

ANNELI 

^ŚĞ͛Ɛ�ŶŽƚ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂůůǇ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŵŽƚŚĞƌ-in-law. You just opted out of that, 
remember? 

MARIA 

Thank goodness! 

ANNELI 

Ugh, your mum is ringing me again. When I agreed to be your maid of 
honour, this is not what I was signing up for. 

MARIA 

^ŚĞ͛ůů�ƌƵŶ out of battery eventually. You know, I actually bought her a 
portable charger for her birthday and she never uses it!  
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ANNELI 

Your point being? 

MARIA 

She deserves having her calls ignored. 

ANNELI 

Who knew that runaway brides were so grumpy. Maria, I really should 
answer this and lĞƚ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ŽŶ͘ 

MARIA 

EŽ͊��ŽŶ͛ƚ�ǇŽƵ�ĚĂƌĞ͊�/�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ǁĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƚĂůŬ�ƚŽ�ŚĞƌ͘�zŽƵ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƐŚĞ͛Ɛ�
ůŝŬĞ͖�ƐŚĞ͛ůů�ĐŽŶǀŝŶĐĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�put her on ůŽƵĚƐƉĞĂŬĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐŚĞ͛ůů�ƵƐĞ�
her siren mum song to get me back. You know what, she should marry 
�ĂůůƵŵ͕�ƐŚĞ͛Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶĞ�who͛Ɛ�obsessed with him. What is it with mums 
and boyfriends? 

ANNELI 

At least then all ŵǇ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ǁŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ�ŐŽ�ƚŽ�ǁĂƐƚĞ͘�/�ǁĂƐ�ĞǆĐŝƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ůŽĐĂůůǇ�ƉŽĂĐŚĞĚ�ƉŚĞĂƐĂŶƚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ĐůŽƵĚ�ŽĨ�ĂƌƚŝƐĂŶ�ĨůŽƌĂ͙and I chose 
some cracking voulevants.  

MARIA 

Are you trying to make me feel bad right now? 

ANNELI 

Jesus, no. But you have essentially just lifted that beautiful dress of 
yours, shat in my ŚĂŶĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ŵĞ�ƚŽ�ĚĞĂů�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝƚ͘�/͛ŵ�ŚŽůĚŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵr 
shit, okay͍�/͛ŵ�ũƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ĨƵůůǇ�ĞŶũŽǇing experience, surprisingly enough. 

MARIA 

zŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ĚŝƐŐƵƐƚŝŶŐ͘ 

ANNELI 

zŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶĞ�ǁŚŽƐĞ�ƐŚĂƚ�ŽŶ�ŵĞ͘ 

MARIA 

Is that really how you feel? 
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ANNELI 

��ďŝƚ͘��Ƶƚ�/͛ŵ�ŚĞƌĞ͕�ĂƌĞŶ͛ƚ�/͍�^Ž�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĂƚ͘�
DĂƌŝ͙͘DĂƌŝ͘�/͛Ě�ŵƵĐŚ�ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ďĞ�ĚĞĂůŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚŝs mess right now than 
the undeniably worse future mess when you realise your mistake after 
the legally binding signy signy bit. That would be a whole different 
volume of faeces. 

MARIA 

zŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ǁŚǇ ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ŵǇ�ŵĂŝĚ�ŽĨ�ŚŽŶŽƵƌ�and Josie ŝƐŶ͛ƚ. 
She would have crumbled immediately; she just ǁŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�
able to handle the pressure. 

ANNELI 

dŚĂƚ�ƐŽƵŶĚƐ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŽŽ�ŵƵĐŚ�ůŝŬĞ�ǇŽƵ͛ǀĞ�ƉůĂŶŶĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ͘ 

MARIA 

No, obviously I chose you because I love you. 

ANNELI 

Yeah, and I love you. But /͛ŵ�ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚŽŶĞǇŵŽŽŶ�ĂƐ�ƉĂǇŵĞŶƚ͕�
ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ĨŽƌ�ƐƵƌĞ͘ 

MARIA sits down. 

MARIA 

/͛ŵ�ƚŝƌĞĚ͘ 

ANNELI 

tĞůů͕�ǁĞ�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂǀĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ŶŽǁ͘�Maybe have a little lie down, 
and I really ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŐŽ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞƚ�ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ͘ 

MARIA 

zŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ůĞĂǀŝŶŐ�ŵĞ͊ 

ANNELI 

�ŽŶ͛ƚ�ďĞ�Ă�ďĂďǇ͘�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ďŝŐ�ĞŶŽƵŐŚ�ƚŽ�ĂďĂŶĚŽŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽǁŶ�ǁĞĚĚŝŶŐ͕�
ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ďŝŐ�ĞŶŽƵŐŚ�ƚŽ�Ɛŝƚ�ŽŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽǁŶ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ďŝƚ͘ 

MARIA 

What if mum convinces you to tell her where I am? She͛ůl drag me 
kicking and screaming up that aisle, /�ŬŶŽǁ�ŝƚ͘�hŐŚ͕�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ŵĞ�ĨŝƌƐƚ-
day-of-Brownies flashbacks. 
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ANNELI 

/�ǁŽŶ͛ƚ�ƚĞůů�ŚĞƌ͘�tŽƌƐĞ�ĐŽŵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ǁŽƌƐƚ͕�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ůŽĐŬ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�
barricade it with a chair or something. (beat.) Look, even if, for 
whatever reason Callum deserves this, there are a lot of people out 
there who just came to see a couple they probably care about having a 
lovely day. (beat.) Apart from Darren. 

MARIA 

Apart from Darren. 

ANNELI 

zĞĂŚ͕�/͛ŵ�ƉƌĞƚƚǇ�ƐƵƌĞ�ŚĞ͛Ɛ�ũƵƐƚ�ŚĞƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽƉĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ�ǁŝůů�
ĐƌĂƐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ďƵƌŶ͘�,Ğ͛Ɛ�ƉƌŽďĂbly got a swarm of bees ready, just in case. 

MARIA 

�ŶĚ�ŶŽǁ�ŚĞ͛Ɛ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ǁŚĂƚ�ŚĞ�ǁĂŶƚƐ͊ 

ANNELI 

tĞůů͕�ƵŶůĞƐƐ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŵĂƌƌǇ�Śŝŵ�ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ͕�ŚĞ�ǁŽŶ͛ƚ get exactly 
what he wants. 

MARIA 

Gross. 

ANNELI 

zŽƵ�ŬŶŽǁ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ƚƌƵĞ͘ OŬ͕�/͛ŵ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŐŽ now. Sort this circus out. 

MARIA 

EŽ͕�ǁĂŝƚ͕�ǁĂŝƚ͙ (having an idea) ŽŚ͘�KŚ͊�/͛ŵ�ĐŽŵing with you! 

ANNELI 

zŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ĐŽŵŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵĞ͍ 

MARIA 

Yeah! 

ANNELI 

Do not tell me ǇŽƵ͛ǀĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŵŝŶĚ͘�/͛ǀĞ�ũƵƐƚ�ŐŽƚƚĞŶ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�
holding this particular stinker, so dŽŶ͛ƚ�ƚĞůů�ŵĞ�/͛ǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ŚŽůĚŝŶŐ�ŝƚ�ĨŽƌ�
nothing! 
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MARIA 

EŽ͕�ŽĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�/�ŚĂǀĞŶ͛ƚ changed my mind. Can you imagine? 

ANNELI 

Hah, yeah. Imagine making a very sudden, last minute decision that 
goes against everything you͛ǀĞ previously said. 

MARIA 

/͛ǀĞ�ŐŽƚƚĞŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĨĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�/�ƌĞĂlly have no intention of turning back. 

ANNELI 

Okay, and you reckon the next course of action is going straight into 
the middle of the fray that you͛ǀĞ�ũƵƐƚ�ĞƐĐĂƉĞĚ͍�zŽƵ͛ǀĞ�ƉŽŬĞĚ�Ă�ďĞĂƌ͕�Ă�
whole family of bears in fact, and now you want to go and check to 
mĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞ�ĂǁĂŬĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂƉƉǇ͍ 

MARIA 

At the moment /͛ŵ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂĚ�ŐƵǇ͕�ƌŝŐŚƚ͍�Think about it. 

MARIA makes a little groom and a vicar with her fingers. 

MARIA 

/͛ŵ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌŽŽŵ͕�(as the groom) ͞ƵŚŵ͕�ŚĞůůŽ�ǀŝĐĂƌ͕�ĐŽƵůĚ�ǇŽƵ�ƚĞůů�
ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/͛ǀĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ�ŵǇ�ŵŝŶĚ͕͟�(as the vicar) ͞ǇĞƐ͕�ŽĨ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕�ŵǇ�
ƐŽŶ͕͟�(as the groom) ͞ƚŚĂŶŬƐ͕�ƐĞĞ�ǇĂ͊͘͟��ŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝĐĂƌ�ŐŽĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞ͛Ɛ�ůŝŬĞ�(as the vicar) ͞ůĂĚŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞŶƚůĞŵĞŶ�/�ƌĞŐƌĞƚ�
to infŽƌŵ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁŽŶ͛ƚ�ďĞ�Ă�ǁĞĚĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͟�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�
ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͛Ɛ�ůŝŬĞ͕�͞ŽŬĂǇ͕�ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ĨĂŝƌ�ĞŶŽƵŐŚ͕�ƉƵď͍͟ Right? 

ANNELI 

ZŝŐŚƚ͙ 

MARIA 

�Ƶƚ�ƚŚĞŶ͊�/Ĩ�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ǁĂǇ�ƌŽƵŶĚ͊�(as the groom) ͞ǁŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ƐŚĞ͍͕͟�
(as the vicar) ͞ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ƐƚŽŽĚ�ǇŽƵ ƵƉ͘�dŚĂƚ�ďŝƚĐŚ͊͟�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͛Ɛ�ůŝŬĞ�͞ďƵƌŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŝƚĐŚ͊�tŚĂƚ�Ă�ŚŽƌƌŝďůĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ͊�&ƵĐŬ�
ǁŽŵĞŶ͊͟ 

ANNELI 

hŚ͕�/�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŬŶŽǁ�ĂďŽƵƚ that. tŚĂƚ͛Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ƚƌǇŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ͕�
exactly? 
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MARIA 

Somehow, when you think about it in your head, the bride standing up 
the groom looks way worse than if the vicar makes an awkward 
announcement on behalf of the groom. People judge a runaway bride 
way more harshly! 

ANNELI 

Maybe? 

MARIA 

�Ƶƚ�ŝĨ�ǁĞ�ŬŶŽǁ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĨĂĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ��ĂůůƵŵ�ŝƐŶ͛ƚ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĞ�
do, and as long as �ĂůůƵŵ�ŚĂƐŶ͛ƚ�ƚŽůĚ��ĂƌŽů�ĂŶĚ�ƐŚĞ ŚĂƐŶ͛ƚ�ƐŚƵĨĨůĞĚ�ŽŶ�
ƚŽ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂĚ�ŶĞǁƐ�ƚŚĞŶ�/�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂĚ�ŐƵǇ͊ 

ANNELI 

DĂƌŝ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�ĚŽĞƐŶ͛ƚ�ƐĞĞŵ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐĂŶĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶ͘ Have you 
taken your meds today?  

MARIA 

Yes, of course of I have! Just think about it! Callum is going to be the 
one to stand this poor, sweet bride up! (melodramatic) �ŶĚ�/͛ůů�ďĞ�
devastated and heartbroken, but look so beautifully sad, and 
eventually /͛ůů�ďĞ�ŽŬĂǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂǇďĞ, just maybe ŽŶĞ�ĚĂǇ�/͛ůů�ůĞĂƌŶ�ƚŽ�ůŽǀĞ�
again. 

ANNELI 

Wow. Are you secretly a bit of a psychopath? 

MARIA 

You said it yourself, today took a lot of planning and everyone is here 
for me. So we might as well give them a show! 

ANNELI 

/�ƐŚŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ�ďĞ�ƐƵƌƉƌŝƐĞĚ͘�zŽƵ�ǁĞƌĞ�ǁĂǇ too enthusiastic about 
dissection at school. 

MARIA 

zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ͛ƚ�ƚĞůů me ŝƚ�ŝƐŶ͛ƚ�Ă�ďƌŝůůŝĂŶƚ�ŝĚĞĂ͊ 

ANNELI 

/ƚ�ŝƐŶ͛ƚ�Ă�ďƌŝůůŝĂŶƚ�ŝĚĞĂ͘ 
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MARIA 

�ŽŵĞ�ŽŶ͊�/ƐŶ͛ƚ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŚŝƉ�ďĂƐŝĐĂůůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƐĂĐƌĞĚ�ƵŶŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ăůů͍�
Through sickness and through health, for better and for worse? 

ANNELI 

zŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ĚĞĨŝŶŝƚĞůǇ�ƐŝĐŬ͘ 

MARIA 

zĞĂŚ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝĨ�/�ŚĂĚŶ͛ƚ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂĚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ĚŝƐƐĞĐƚŝŽŶ�ƚŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŽƵůĚ͛ǀĞ�
had to cut up that poor little froggy all on your own. You should be 
thanking me. 

ANNELI 

I want a divorce. 

MARIA 

zŽƵ�ŬŶŽǁ�/͛ŵ�ƌŝŐŚƚ͘�WůƵƐ͕�/�ŬŶŽǁ�ǇŽƵ͛ǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƉƌĂĐƚŝƐŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ǁĂůŬ͘�
tŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ�ǁĂŶƚ�ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ŵŝƐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ͙ 

ANNELI 

What are you talking about? 

MARIA does a kissy face, copying the emoji. ANNELI looks at her phone as it starts ringing again. 
MARIA grabs it and answers it. 

MARIA 

,ŝ�ŵƵŵ͕�ǇĞĂŚ͕�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŵĞ͘�/�ŬŶŽǁ͕�/�ŬŶŽǁ͘�/�ũƵƐƚ�ůŽƐƚ�ĂŶ�ĞĂƌƌŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�/�
ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ�ďĞĂƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŝĚĞĂ�ŽĨ͙ǇĞĂŚ͕�/͛ǀĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�ŝƚ�ŶŽǁ͘�'Žƚ�ŵǇƐĞůĨ�ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�ďŝƚ�
of Ă�ƚŝǌǌ͘�zŽƵ�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁŚĂƚ�/͛ŵ�ůŝŬĞ͘ Had to re-trace all of my steps from 
ƚŚŝƐ�ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ͖�/͛ǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�Ăůů�ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŽǁŶ͊ zĞĂŚ͕�/�ŬŶŽǁ�ǁĞ͛ƌĞ�ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ�ůĂƚĞ͕�
ǇĞĂŚ͕�ǁĞ͛ƌĞ�ŽŶ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĂǇ�ŶŽǁ. �ƌĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƐƵƌĞ�ǇŽƵ�ĚŽŶ͛ƚ�ǁĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ǁĂůŬ�ŵĞ�
down the aisle? No, yeah, was just checking. Yeah /�ŬŶŽǁ͕�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ŵǇ�ďŝŐ�
day and ƚŚĞ�ŝĚĞĂ�ŽĨ�͚ŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ĂǁĂǇ͛�ŝƚ�ŽƵƚĚĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�
misogynistic- Have I heard from Callum? What kind of question is that? 
/ƚ͛Ɛ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĞĚĚŝŶŐ�ĚĂǇ͕�ŝƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ďĂĚ�ůƵĐŬ͙ǁŚĂƚĞǀĞƌ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�/͛ŵ�ƐƵƌĞ�ŝƚ�
can wait until afterwards. Got to go, Ann needs her battery to film 
everything. She forgot her portable charger. 

MARIA signals to ANNELI to big up the mythical charger. 

ANNELI 

(deadpan) zĞƐ͕�ŝƚ͛Ɛ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�ƐŽ�ƵƐĞĨƵů͘�dŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�/�ĐŽƵůĚ�ĞǀĞƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�
asked for. How could I have forgotten it? 

MARIA gives ANNELI a thumbs up. 
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MARIA 

Okay, see you soon! 

MARIA hangs up and hands the phone back. 

MARIA 

I think she was trying to tell me about Callum. 

ANNELI 

Like any good mum would! (beat.) Are we actually doing this? 

MARIA 

Yup! How do I look? 

ANNELI 

Like a woman who has absolutely lost the plot. 

MARIA 

I said, how do I look? 

ANNELI 

>ŝŬĞ�Ă�ďĞĂƵƚŝĨƵů͕�ďůƵƐŚŝŶŐ�ďƌŝĚĞ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ĨŽƌ�ŚĞƌ�ďŝŐ�ĚĂǇ͙ĂŶĚ�ĂůƐŽ�Ă�
woman who has absolutely, completely and undeniably lost the plot. 

MARIA leaves the room and ANNELI watches her, takes a deep breath and follows her. 

BLACK OUT. 

  


